Daisy Chain Pre-School
Barons Cross Community Room, Portna Way, LEOMINSTER, Herefordshire, HR6 9AD

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

31 January 2017
16 May 2013
This inspection:

Good

2

Previous inspection:

Good

2

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Good

2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Good

2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Good

2

Outcomes for children

Good

2

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

 Children make good progress because staff provide experiences that motivate and
challenge them. Staff regularly assess children's progress and use the information to
plan for the next steps in their learning and development.

 The environment is bright and welcoming. A wide range of interesting resources, toys
and equipment is available indoors and outside.

 Staff are caring and friendly. A well organised, settling-in process helps staff get to
know children well. As a result, children are ready for the move from home to the preschool.

 Partnerships with parents are good. Staff establish strong relationships with parents
from the start. They share daily information with them about children's care, well-being
and achievements.
 Key persons are attentive and children form warm, trusting relationships with them.
These help to promote children's emotional well-being and they demonstrate good
levels of confidence and self-esteem.
It is not yet outstanding because:

 On occasions, staff interrupt and take control of children's play. As a result, children
are, sometimes, not given time to extend their own play and learning.

 Staff's professional development is not sufficiently focused on raising the quality of
teaching even further to help promote children's attainment at the highest possible
level.

 Leaders and managers do not fully involve parents and children in the evaluation of
practice within the pre-school, so that they can effectively give their ideas for future
developments.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 provide even more opportunities for children to extend their own play and learning
 sharpen the focus on performance management and staff's practice to raise the
standard of teaching and promote children's attainment to a higher level

 refine the system for evaluating practice to more effectively include the views of
parents and children.

Inspection activities

 The inspector had a tour of the premises and observed children engaged in a variety of
learning experiences.

 The inspector observed and evaluated a learning activity with the manager.
 The inspector viewed evidence of the suitability of staff working at the setting.
 The inspector talked to the manager and the registered persons about their priorities
for improvement.

 The inspector spoke to the registered persons, the manager, the staff and the children
at appropriate times during the inspection.

Inspector
Tina Smith
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good
The manager works alongside staff and has an accurate overview of the quality of
teaching. The team works well together to identify strengths and areas for development.
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Staff complete daily safety checks and
talk to children about risks within the environment. Robust procedures for recruitment and
to check the ongoing suitability of staff are implemented well. All the required
documentation is in place and records accurately reflect details of any accidents or
incidents involving children. Staff understand how to recognise possible signs and
symptoms of abuse. They are confident in the procedures to follow if they have concerns
about a child's welfare. Staff are aware of their duty to prevent children being drawn into
situations which put them at significant risk of harm.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good
Children are offered a wide range of resources that quickly captures their curiosity and
helps them develop a positive attitude towards learning. Children enjoy sensory
experiences. They eagerly explore water and ice. Younger children use their imaginations
as they pretend to cook and make cups of tea. Staff support children's early literacy skills.
Children develop an awareness of words and their meaning as staff encourage them to
look at books and enjoy stories. Children successfully express their creativity. They enjoy
manipulating dough and sticking shapes to paper. Children's individual progress is checked
to identify any gaps in learning and development. Staff ensure children receive any
additional support they may need to help them catch up.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good
Children are happy and settled and staff supervise them well to ensure their safety. Staff
teach children about the importance of being healthy. Children spend time outdoors in the
garden where they take part in running and jumping activities or enjoy walks to the park.
Nutritional food is on offer as staff provide healthy snacks. Staff ensure children adopt
good hygiene routines, such as washing their hands. Strategies are in place to support
children's good behaviour. Children are encouraged to show kindness to each other and
are praised for their achievements. Staff teach children about the wider world and they
learn how to accept and respect differences in others. Children develop social interactions
as they visit places of interest within their community.
Outcomes for children are good
All children make good progress from their starting points and acquire the key skills
required in preparation for school. They are confident, keen and enthusiastic learners who
enjoy exploring the range of activities available to them. Children learn key skills in literacy
as they practise writing and learn the sounds that letters represent. They enjoy giving
meaning to the marks they make. Children's early mathematical skills are developing as
staff incorporate numbers, counting, shapes and sizes into everyday activities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY396534

Local authority

Herefordshire

Inspection number

1065408

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register

Age range of children

2-4

Total number of places

16

Number of children on roll

11

Name of registered person

Opportunities for Adventure,Knowledge and Skills
Ltd

Registered person unique
reference number

RP900865

Date of previous inspection

16 May 2013

Telephone number

01568 612693

Daisy Chain Pre-School was registered in 2009. The pre-school opens during term time
only from 9.15am until 4.15pm on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays and 9.15am until
1.15pm on Fridays. The pre-school employs four members of childcare staff. Of these,
three hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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